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Proposal Development at the Cornell Federal Statistical Research Data Center

(FSRDC or simply RDC)

e Learn about the available data and form a preliminary project idea.
o For questions about Census data, contact the RDC Administrator (RDCA).
o For partnering agency (e.g., NCHS) data, direct questions to the agency.
e Contact the RDC Executive Director at ccssdata@cornell.edu for information about access

fees.

Projects using Census data:

Other agency data:

Submit an initial inquiry at ResearchDataGov. You will select the
internal datasets that you would like to request. The description
should include your research question, key external datasets (if

applicable), general idea of methodology, and any ideas for
Census benefits (okay if you’re not sure about benefits yet).

Read the proposal guidelines. Complete first draft of project
description and send to the RDCA.

Work with the RDCA to revise the project description and write
the benefits statement.

Submit proposal
through agency. Start
with ResearchDataGov
if the agency
participates. Notify the
RDC Executive
Director and RDCA
when the proposal is
submitted.

Proposal will be submitted for Census review (2-3 months).
Contact the RDCA once you receive e-mail notification of
Census approval.

When your project is
approved, forward the
approval e-mail and
your proposal to the
RDCA.

Apply for Special Sworn Status (SSS). Foreign nationals must have lived in the U.S. for at
least 3 out of the last 5 years to be eligible. Review usually takes 3-4 months.

Proposals may require review by the IRS (for economic datasets,
~6 months) or other agencies, depending on the data request.
These are done concurrently with the SSS application. The
RDCA will notify you when your project is final approved.

Work with agency
analyst and RDCA to
have data transferred to
project space, if not in
Census data
warehouse.

Receive Census badge, complete RDC orientation, and begin project.

Nichole Szembrot

Cornell RDC Administrator
nichole.e.szembrot@census.gov
607-255-8603

Claudia von Vacano
Cornell RDC Executive Director
ccssdata@cornell.edu


https://www.census.gov/about/adrm/fsrdc/about/available_data.html
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/appfed/index.html
https://www.census.gov/content/dam/Census/about/about-the-bureau/fsrdc/documents/Research_Proposal_Guidelines.pdf
https://www.icpsr.umich.edu/web/pages/appfed/index.html
mailto:ccssdata@cornell.edu
mailto:nichole.e.szembrot@census.gov



